
 

 

stop, take a break and sharpen 
your saw? It will make it a lot 
easier to saw down that tree.ò 
The other man says emphati-
cally, ñI donôt have time to 
sharpen my saw, Iôm too busy 
sawing!ò  

Many times we are like that. 
Always ñtoo busyò to help our-
selves by ñsharpening our 
sawsò and preserving and en-
hancing the greatest asset we 
have: ourselves! I hope you 
will take the time this August 
to sharpen your PR Saw.  

Sincerely, 

Kris Keprios 
2008-2009 
DP/PC Chapter President 

                                   

 

 

  

How does Boca Raton in Au-
gust sound? It definitely 
sounds pretty good to me. As 
you know FPRAôs State Con-
ference is approaching fast and 
I encourage you to make your 
plans now to attend. In the 
tough financial times we are 
all in, often the first thing that 
goes away is our travel budg-
ets, but I encourage you to do 
everything you can to make it 
to the conference this year. It 
truly is a great experience to 
network with PR professionals 
from around the state and 
hear from some of the biggest 
names in the field of Public 
Relations. Our chapter still 
has scholarships available to 
pay for your registration fee, so 
I hope you will turn in an ap-
plication and take advantage 
of this great membership bene-
fit. I have found that the cost 
of attending the conference 
easily pays for itself in the 
amount you learn and what 
you take away when you come 

back to your office. We are all 
certainly busier than ever and 
that is another reason you may 
not be able to go, but I am 
reminded of a story Stephen 
Covey relates in ñThe Seven 
Habits of Highly Effective 

Peopleò. For those that have 
read it, Habit 7 is ñSharpen 
the Sawò. A man comes across 
another man feverishly sawing 
down a tree in the woods, but 
his saw is very dull. The man 
says to him, ñWhy donôt you 
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 EXPOSURE 
A monthly publication of the Dick Pope/Polk County Chapter  

Important Dates to Remember:  

The 2009 FPRA Annual Conference is August 9 ñ12 in Boca Raton.  

Board nominations and Chapter Award nominations due by May 31  

RSVP by Thursday, June 11 for the Wednesday, June 17 FPRA Meeting  

Conference          6 
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APR Video on FPRA Blog  

Monthly Meeting Upcoming Programs  

òUse of Social Networking by Polk County Sheriffõs 

Officeó topic of Professional Development    

  

ñThe Use of Social Networking by the Polk County Sheriffôs Officeò was the topic when the 
DP/PC Chapter presented the latest in its series of professional development seminars on 
Thursday, May 14 at Webster University in downtown Lakeland. 

Donna Wood, an FPRA member who serves as a Public Information Officer for the Polk 
County Sheriffôs Office, discussed the law enforcement agencyôs effective use of a wide range 
of social networking tools, including MySpace, Facebook and Twitter, in her role as guest 
speaker. Wood has been involved in social networking with PCSO for more than two years 
and says it is achieving great results for Polk Countyôs largest law enforcement agency.   

In her discussion she addressed costs, issues and challenges associated with using social net-
working. The presentation offered attendees a chance to learn how a law enforcement 
agency has taken social networking from theory to practical application from someone who 
was involved from the very start.  

Submitted by Ken Nelson 

Are you interested in becoming an APR? If so, check out FPRAôs new 

video:  APR ï Your Future, Your Career, Your Opportunity. The video 

covers what  APR is, the process and preparation resources. There is 

no better time than today to sharpen your skills and gain a competitive 

edge in the marketplace! View the video at 

http://www.fprablog.com/2009/03/apr_your_future_your_career_yo.php 

 

April 15 - Local Image Awards ð Arthur McKee ð McKee Investment Planning 

May 20 ð Matt Elliot, Listrak Email Marketing:  òStreamline Your Marketing Budget:  
Do More with Lessó 

June 17 ð Jan Luongo, APR, Alliance Communications, Inc:  òAPR & CPRC Proc-
essó 

July 15 ð Claudia Tritton, Lakeland Economic Development Council:  òEconomic 
Outlook and Commercial Development 

August - CONFERENCE!!!  
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Every ñPR projectò undertaken by a member of the  Dick Pope/Polk County Chapter of the Florida Public Relations Associa-

tion (FPRA) focuses on public relations. Right? In most cases, the answer is ñyes.ò  

However, a rare exception to this rule came recently when a dozen FPRA chapter members and their spouses became actively 

involved in a community service project where the ñPRò stood for the Peace River , not public relations.  

Under the direction of Jamie Brown, chair of the chapterôs community involvement committee, the public relations profes-

sionals banded together to clear a parcel of land along the banks of the Peace River in Homeland that will serve in the future as a canoe 

launch and park for the enjoyment of all Polk County citizens.  

ñWith recent budget cuts, getting the land prepared for the community was stalled. Members of our FPRA chapter helped 

bring the park one step closer to fruition by donning gloves and safety goggles and using power saws, pole saws, weed eaters and just 

plain muscle power to raise the tree canopy and clear an area right on the bank of the Peace River,ò Brown said.  

FPRA members who joined Brown in pulling off this successful community service project were Kris Keprios, Katy Martin, 

Ken Nelson, Jim Frankowiak, Donna Wood, Carole McKenzie, Suleima Salgado and Jennifer Bush. Spouses Ray Brown and Anthony 

Bush and Hector Laguer, fiancé of Suleima Salgado, also pitched in.  

ñOur FPRA chapter chose this project to illustrate the need for all citizens to get their hands dirty and play an active role in a 

wholesome outdoor project that will benefit the entire county. We challenge other groups and individuals to answer the call when Polk 

County Leisure Services requests volunteers to help with future phases of this wonderful project to create a new county park,ò Brown 

said.     

The tree branches and underbrush removed by FPRA members were piled up and carted away with equipment donated by 

Clear Springs Land Company, Mosaic, PalletOne and Ringhaver Equipment. Volunteer labor was contributed by ACT Environmental 

Solutions, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the Polk County School Board and Polk County Leisure Services.    

According to Glenda Mink of Polk County Leisure Services, the land clearing effort undertaken by FPRA was just a starting 

point, noting that other civic and professional groups in Polk County will be given an opportunity to volunteer their time to work on 

other phases of the park project, starting with a community wide clean up day scheduled for May 9.  

ñThe park project was an extremely rewarding and fun time for all FPRA members who participated. We were so efficient that 

we actually finished our assignment ahead of schedule,ò said Kris Keprios, president of the FPRA chapter, who noted that information 

about future phases of the park project will be made available soon. 

Dick Pope/Polk County FPRA Chapter 

Clears Land in Homeland for Future   

Polk County Park 
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