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their service in making DP/PC wayi embracing the opportu-

edition of a strong and waléspected nities and harnessing the

Exposure FPRA chapter! power of th_e- many and varied
; ) _ message distribution channels
is Wednesday, The new year also brings with now available to us. In doing

February 11. it both significant challenges s e help secure the future
and great opportunity for pub- for our organizations, clients,
lic relations organizations and ¢ystomers, employees and

Flltes S 3 practitioners. For our chapter, other key stakeholders.
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Announcementss As a result of Kris becoming a Many have seen staff andfor .\ 2o qriguez
daddy, | have been attemptingPudget reductions and are ) 09 )
Annual 6 to fill his shoes as President f @aced wi t h h a vZ204¥eP0% o do fimuch
Conference and have gained a much mor e with muc hDPIPE €hapted Présidento r -

We | 200
big DP/PC welcome to Han-
nah Brooke Kepriok the
newest addition to our family
who arrived just in time to

come to

celebrate theloridaGat or §hapter

victory as National Football
Champions! Hannah was
born at 8:08 a.m on Jan. 9.

one of the biggest challenges is

recruiting and retainingmem- | t 6 s preci sely
bers in this economic environ- challenges and opportunities
megt.o With coppagigs doyp- that FPRA membership is
sizing and closely scrutinizing even more valuable today than
every
28 members who were unable of professionals from which to
to renew. So, to keep our draw inspiration, motivation

for each of us to help identify will, not just survive, but
potential new members and THRIVE in these tough times.
encourage them to take advan-

She weighed 7 Ibs.oz. and wadage of the synergy created by! look forward to seeing the

20.5 inches long. Congratula-
tions to Kris and Stacey who
have certainly started 2009 off
with a bang! And, as an
aside...Kris, | truly hope some-
one DVR6d the

greater appreciation for the
time and effort Kris and for-
mer presidents commit to our
chapter. Collectively, they

have provided great leadership

over the years, so, whenever

you see a past president, please

remember to thank them for

so many area professionals ~many ways each of you will
Sharing ideaS, know|edge, Conexcel in 2009 and will look to

tacts and solutions as part of Y0U for my own inspiration
FPRA. and motivation as the year

progresses!

Forgn%ividua}l %rarctition%rs | .
tife chalf"enges Afe also great. Proudly Serving,

der to achieve their respective glgct
organizations®d goal s.

Fortunately, opportunities
abound as well. Economic
and other crises are often the
stimulus for innovation and
Creativity and | know our
members will respond in a big

be

e X pense,evavtedre. eHaling & netwarkb o u t

st r o n gand prattiGabadviceng hmw wea n t
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Dick Pope/Polk County Chapter

Welcomes 13 New Members
The DP/PC Chapter is Aon a roll o6 wh

13 new members during the past two months. These include four seasoned pu

relations practitioners and nine students.

Il nducted as the chapterdés newest pr
Southeastern University (SEU) were Sheree Salter of Webster University, Lesl
Genovese of Carpenter Estates, Karen Hagerty of Polk County Public Schools

Arlyne Alexander of Florida Southern College.

The newly inducted student members are Rena Kosiek, Lisa Summers, Ashley
kins, Andrea Idol and Jessica Stiger, all of SEU; and Jenna Winzenburg, Natali
Pope, Rachel Wright and Emily Leineweber, all of FSC. The students were ind

during FPRA meetings in November and December at their respective schools

Lakeland.
fnWe are excited to welcome all of t
having them actively involved in ou

Tourism & Sports in his role as president of the Dick Pope/Polk County FPRA

chapter.

Keprios cited Heather Smith of Polk County Government and Ashley Hall of the
Lakelanebased Alliance for Independence for their roles in recruiting the new m
bers. Smith is the chapterdos member

the FPRA student chapters at Southeastern University and Florida Southern C

Submitted by Ken Nelson, AP.
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Professional Development

New Year, New Credential
By Jeff Nall, APR,CPRC. FPRA Vice President of Accreditation and Certification

With each New Year typically come resolutions. Among the most popular are
lated to health and wellness. The usual laundry list includes goals for physical
relationship and/or financial improvements. However, what about the health a

ness of your professional career?

FPRA offers its members many opportunities for professional development, which include sitting for the
APR and CPRC exams. Either would make a great way to get your professional New Year off to a rocki
start.

As there is no years of practice requirement to sit for the APR exam, even our newest practitioners are eli
ble é as well asother members who have just not
tion and tools available at www.praccreditation.org and from local Accreditation & Certification Chairs,
there is certainly no mystery here. FAQs, a demo exam, study resources, and Readiness Review informa
are just a sample of what is available.

Though there are eligibility requirements for the CPRC exam, APR and ten or more years of experience
there is no mystery here as well. New detailed information is now available, including FAQs, a fact sheet,
PowerPoint presentation and sample test questions with sample answers.

FPRAG6s mission is to enhance the profession, wh
CPRC credential can do just that by affirming commitment to professional developneeptafession

and to its ethical practice, as well as the broad knowledge, experience, and professional judgment neces:
for todayés public relations executive or manag

As you start off the New Year with goals for love, habits, budgets and yes, even the quintessential Flori
beach body, | encourage you to include your career in your resolutions for 2009.

For more information on APR or CPR@sit www.praccreditation.org, www.fpra.org or contact your local
Accreditation & Certification Chair, FPRA VP of Accreditation & Certification Jeff Nall APR, CPRC at
jnall@coawfla.org or 88821475 ext 130 or the State Office at state@fpra.org €632135. Chevon

T. Baccus, APR, is the Dick Pope FPRA Chapter Accreditation Chair. She can be reached a
chevon.baccus@citizéask.conor by calling 86851-1065.
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8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Highland Park Church
of the Nazarene Community Building - Lakeland . TV

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: v \ RADIO
David Carlson
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UF College of Journalism & & NEWSPAPER

& Communications

INTERNET Gd
Breakout sessions,

led by media ‘ _ ¥ Find your perfect
professionals, \ = Media Matches and
will cover topics . . 3 enhance your professional

aasliled i cleied o il i __ media relationships.
successful rapport with The Flofida Public Relations Assogiaiion

your associates in the media, % Dick Popg/Polk County Cha .{V;{,' For info call Suleima Salgado,

p ‘ B63.519.7900 x 1063 or visit: fprapolk.org
All attendees will enjoyalbreakiastbuifet \ #MediaMatch.com is not a

\\ \ jaciated with this event,

Danny Cruz Photography will be available to take professional head shots for attendees. Price is only $20.

Januarv Anniversaries = Y1220 7000 0anaaaaaaaaaan i
y Welcome New Members

Happy Anniversary to DP/PC members who joined

FPRA during the month of January:

Al l i son Lee; Virginia

*Belated October Anniversary wishes to Ashley Hall* ChadiNeuman: Soineastern Universitys

[}
[}
[}
[}
N
[}
[}
[}
[}
§

Bob Gernert, Jr. APR, CPRC; Melea Gernert; Sara Hallett, a
¥
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Leslie Genovese The Estates at Carpenters
]

Volunteer Opportunity Ken Nelson of the DP/PC Chapter for being chosen

Alliance for Independence will host the Wine Festival of Central Florida on MarchW KH JUDQG SULJH ZLQQHU RI )3531
27, 2009. If you are interested in joining the planning committee for the next two FDPSDLJQ *,QYHVW LQ <RXUVHOI
months, please contact Ashley Hall at 863.665.3846. FPRA members from the ep400 Visa gift card.

side of Polk County are much needed.




