
 

 

way ï embracing the opportu-
nities and harnessing the 
power of the many and varied 
message distribution channels 
now available to us.  In doing 
so, we help secure the future 
for our organizations, clients, 
customers, employees and 
other key stakeholders. 

 Itôs precisely because of these 
challenges and opportunities 
that FPRA membership is 
even more valuable today than 
ever before.  Having a network 
of professionals from which to 
draw inspiration, motivation 
and practical advice is how we 
will, not just survive, but 
THRIVE in these tough times. 

I look forward to seeing the 
many ways each of you will 
excel in 2009 and will look to 
you for my own inspiration 
and motivation as the year 
progresses! 

Proudly Serving, 

Cindy Rodriguez 

2008-2009 

DP/PC Chapter President-

Elect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to 2009éand a great 
big DP/PC welcome to Han-
nah Brooke Keprios ï the 
newest addition to our family 
who arrived just in time to 
celebrate the Florida Gatorsô 
victory as National Football 
Champions!  Hannah was 
born at 8:08 a.m on Jan. 9.  
She weighed 7 lbs.oz. and was 
20.5 inches long.  Congratula-
tions to Kris and Stacey who 
have certainly started 2009 off 
with a bang!  And, as an 
aside...Kris, I truly hope some-
one DVRôd the game for you! 

As a result of Kris becoming a 
daddy, I have been attempting 
to fill his shoes as President 
and have gained a much 
greater appreciation for the 
time and effort Kris and for-
mer presidents commit to our 
chapter.  Collectively, they 
have provided great leadership 
over the years, so, whenever 
you see a past president, please 
remember to thank them for 

their service in making DP/PC 
a strong and well-respected 
FPRA chapter! 

The new year also brings with 
it both significant challenges 
and great opportunity for pub-
lic relations organizations and 
practitioners. For our chapter, 
one of the biggest challenges is 
recruiting and retaining mem-
bers in this economic environ-
ment.  With companies down-
sizing and closely scrutinizing 
every expense, weôve lost about 
28 members who were unable 
to renew.  So, to keep our 
chapter strong, itôs important 
for each of us to help identify 
potential new members and 
encourage them to take advan-
tage of the synergy created by 
so many area professionals 
sharing ideas, knowledge, con-
tacts and solutions as part of 
FPRA. 

For individual practitioners, 
the challenges are also great.  
Many have seen staff and/or 
budget reductions and are 
faced with having to do ñmuch 
more with much less,ò in or-
der to achieve their respective 
organizationsô goals.  

Fortunately, opportunities 
abound as well.  Economic 
and other crises are often the 
stimulus for innovation and 
creativity and I know our 
members will respond in a big 
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The deadline for  

submitting 

 information for 

the February  

edition of   

Exposure 

 is Wednesday,  

February 11. 

 

Please submit to  

Angie Birdwell 

 Exposure editor:  

angiebirdwell80@ 

webster.edu 

 EXPOSURE 
A monthly publication of the Dick Pope/Polk County Chapter  
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Dick Pope/Polk County Chapter  

 Welcomes 13 New Members  

 The DP/PC Chapter is ñon a rollò when it comes to recruitment, having welcomed 

13 new members during the past two months. These include four seasoned public 

relations practitioners and nine students. 

Inducted as the chapterôs newest professional members at a recent FPRA meeting at 

Southeastern University (SEU) were  Sheree Salter of Webster University, Leslie 

Genovese of Carpenter Estates, Karen Hagerty of Polk County Public Schools and 

Arlyne Alexander of Florida Southern College. 

The newly inducted student members are Rena Kosiek, Lisa Summers, Ashley Wat-

kins, Andrea Idol and Jessica Stiger, all of SEU; and Jenna Winzenburg, Natalie 

Pope, Rachel Wright and Emily Leineweber, all of FSC. The students were inducted 

during FPRA meetings in November and December at their  respective schools in 

Lakeland.   

ñWe are excited to welcome all of these new members to FPRA. We look forward to 

having them actively involved in our chapter,ò said Kris Keprios of Polk County 

Tourism & Sports in his role as president of the Dick Pope/Polk County FPRA 

chapter.  

Keprios cited Heather Smith of Polk County Government and Ashley Hall of the 

Lakeland-based Alliance for Independence for their roles in recruiting the new mem-

bers. Smith is the chapterôs membership chair, while Hall is the chapterôs liaison to 

the FPRA student chapters at Southeastern University and Florida Southern College.  

Submitted by Ken Nelson, APR 
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W E L C O M E  B A B Y   
H A N N A H ! 

~ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  K r i s  a n d  S t a c e y ~ 

DP/PC Chapter Seeks Entries for ñThe Sweet Taste of Successò  

Local Image Awards Competition 

The DP/PC Chapter invites all Polk County public relations professionals to enter their top PR programs, projects and mate-

rials in ñThe Sweet Taste of Successò themed 2009 Local Image Awards competition.  The competition is open to for-profit 

and non-profit organizations located in Polk County whether or not they are affiliated with FPRA.  

For people with an interest in learning how to prepare a Local Image Awards entry, the local FPRA chapter will sponsor a 

free workshop starting at 8:30 am in the third floor conference room of the Colonial Bank Building in Bartow. Kristin Guira, 

a communications specialist with Polk County Government, who helped prepare last yearôs grand prize winner, will offer 

helpful insights on how to prepare an entry and answer questions posed by attendees. 

The categories for this yearôs Local Image Awards competition are as follows:  

Public Relations Programs ïbroad-based communications endeavors in the areas of community relations, public service, 

institutional, public information, crisis communication, internal, promotional/marketing, public affairs and special events 

using two or more public relations tools; 

Printed Tools of Public Relations ïnewsletters, newspapers, posters/calendars, news releases, written speeches, specialty 

items, still photography, annual reports, brochures and magazines; 

Audio/Visual Tools of Public Relations ïaudio presentations, audio/visual presentations, films or videos, video news re-

leases, websites and computer-generated presentations; 

Student Projects in Public Relations ï projects undertaken by full or part time students enrolled in a Florida accredited 

college or university including written speeches, news releases, public service announcements, position papers, public rela-

tions campaigns and computer generated presentations. 

ñWe invite all Polk County PR practitioners, including students, to submit their programs, projects and PR materials for 

FPRAôs 2009 Local Image Awards competition, which recognizes outstanding public relations programs and encourages and 

promotes public relations professionalism,ò said Jennifer Bush, chair of the Local Image Awards committee 

PR programs and materials developed after January 1, 2008 are eligible for the competition, with the entry deadline March 

2, 2009. Members of the Tampa Bay FPRA chapter will judge the Polk County entries. Local chapter members will recipro-

cate by judging entries from Tampa Bay. 

The winners will be recognized at a Local Image Awards ceremony highlighting the local FPRA chapterôs monthly profes-

sional development meeting scheduled for 12:00 noon on Wednesday, April 15 at the Lakeland Yacht Club.   

Information, rules and application forms can be obtained by visiting the FPRA website at www.fprapolk.org .  For more in-

formation or to RSVP for the free Local Image Awards workshop on January 29, contact Teresa OôBrien at 534-0698.* 

*Deadline to RSVP for the Local Image workshop is Monday, January 26. 

http://www.fprapolk.org/
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New Year, New Credential 

By Jeff Nall, APR,CPRC. FPRA Vice President of Accreditation and Certification 

With each New Year typically come resolutions. Among the most popular are those re-

lated to health and wellness. The usual laundry list includes goals for physical, lifestyle, 

relationship and/or financial improvements. However, what about the health and well-

ness of your professional career?  

 
FPRA offers its members many opportunities for professional development, which include sitting for the 

APR and CPRC exams. Either would make a great way to get your professional New Year off to a rocking 

start.   

 
As there is no years of practice requirement to sit for the APR exam, even our newest practitioners are eligi-

ble é as well asother members who have just not gotten around to taking the plunge. With all the informa-

tion and tools available at www.praccreditation.org and from local Accreditation & Certification Chairs, 

there is certainly no mystery here. FAQs, a demo exam, study resources, and Readiness Review information 

are just a sample of what is available.  

 
Though there are eligibility requirements for the CPRC exam, APR and ten or more years of experience, 

there is no mystery here as well. New detailed information is now available, including FAQs, a fact sheet, a 

PowerPoint presentation and sample test questions with sample answers. 

 

FPRAôs mission is to enhance the profession, which includes the careers of its members. Both the APR and 

CPRC credential can do just that by affirming commitment to professional development , the profession 

and to its ethical practice, as well as the broad knowledge, experience, and professional judgment necessary 

for todayôs public relations executive or manager. 

 
As you start off the New Year with goals for love, habits, budgets and yes, even the quintessential Florida 

beach body, I encourage you to include your career in your resolutions for 2009. 

 
For more information on APR or CPRC, visit www.praccreditation.org, www.fpra.org or contact your local 

Accreditation & Certification Chair, FPRA VP of Accreditation & Certification Jeff Nall APR, CPRC at 

jnall@coawfla.org or 850-342-1475 ext 130 or the State Office at state@fpra.org or 941-365-2135.  Chevon 

T. Baccus, APR, is the Dick Pope FPRA Chapter Accreditation Chair. She can be reached at 

chevon.baccus@citizens-bank.com or by calling 863-651-1065.   

mailto:chevon.baccus@citizens-bank.com


 

 

January Anniversaries 

Happy Anniversary to DP/PC members who joined  

FPRA during the month of January: 

Bob Gernert, Jr. APR, CPRC; Melea Gernert; Sara Hallett, APR; 

 Allison Lee; Virginia ñGinnyò Wolfe 

*Belated October Anniversary wishes to Ashley Hall* 
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Welcome New Members 
 

Chad Neuman  -  Southeastern University 

Leslie Genovese  -  The Estates at Carpenters 

Danny Cruz Photography will be available to take professional head shots for attendees.  Price is only $20.  

Volunteer Opportunity 

Alliance for Independence will host the Wine Festival of Central Florida on March 
27, 2009.  If you are interested in joining the planning committee for the next two 
months, please contact Ashley Hall at 863.665.3846.  FPRA members from the east 
side of Polk County are much needed.  

Ken Nelson of the DP/PC Chapter for being chosen  

�W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�G���S�U�L�]�H���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U���R�I���)�3�5�$�¶�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�O��

�F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���³�,�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���<�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���´�����.�H�Q���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D��
$400 Visa gift card. 


